2019 MASTER HOME INTERNATIONRAELAND

Event Dates:  |Friday3" - Saturday4" May 2019

Address: Galway Lawn Tennis Club, Galway, Ireland
Men's O35 Men's O55 Women's O55
Keith TimmgCaptain) Darren WitheyCaptain) Hilary KenyorfCaptain)
Alistair Coker Alex Betts Mandy Akin
Ross Gore David Box Jill Campion
Darren Lewis David Gray Sarah Howlett
England Teams Phil Nightingale John Park(_as Karen Hume
Alex Preston Eamonn Price Lesley Sturgess
Men's O75
Nigel BellgCaptain)
Bev Boag
LeoKingston
Adrian Wright

MENSOVER 3RESULTS SUMMARY

Total Position
57 1
48 2
8 4
19 3

MENS OVEB5 REPORT

Onthe Fridayt2 1 A O1 ail NI 9 yfidtiup wakSedtland IAviag afiplaiR Safing yith S
comfortable victoriesexcept DarrerLewis who wasstill warming upgiving his opponent 2 games
Anice 50 winto the teanl

Waleswas our opposition osaturday morninghaving a similar standart ScotlandLike
professionals we went on to dispatch themith notrouble, so another 50 win to the teaml



In the afternoonit was a different story, up against a very strong Ireland teakk knew this was
the match that could go either wayp take the titld First up was AlCoker who started well, then
went onto finding the tin along with some strokes agairtsim, but he held his nerve to put
England 1 up!

RosgGoreat string 3 played a gredtard-fought match, butwas felled by detter opponent, the
score linewas a close-B! Thesessionwas levelled!

DarrenLewisplaying JohrRooney having lost the first gaméurned out to be a cracker with some
amazing rallies and finishing off with some classy nicks from Dak#at amatch, ending 19 in
the fifth! England now 2 up!

Next on court was PhiNightingale anotherhard-foughtbattle and again went to.3.ong rallies and
some good squash as well as sodigagreementvith the referee! Phil held his nerve to play a
decent last game-2!! Englandverenow 3-1 up in rubbers which meant we were champions
again!

Last match of the day was Keitimms Thepressure wasiow off, but likethe professional he is,
he went about his business to beat the Irish captain in 3! England have regained the title score
finishing4-1, butthisR 2 S & y Q ithe (N&ify 6f Sériatch as there were some exciting and
excellent performancesvhich could have gone either way!



o

IRISH SQUAS**
> ——

E Promoting, Developing &
Increasing Participation in Sq

Strong peformances all round.. time to get the Guinness flowing!!!!

Keith Timns
Captain



MENS OVEBS RESULTS SUMMARY

Total Position
60 1
16 4
26 &
34 2

MENSOVERS5 REPORT

A fine,talented, sociable array of individuals descended on Galway. Darren Withey (Bucks), Eamonn
Price (Herts), Alex Betts (Middlesex), John Parkes (Worcs), Davidn@igvid Box, both Cumbria,
arrived in the new host city by all different means of transortl destinationg; via Dublin,

Shannon, ferry, plane to name a feWe all assembled at Ardilaun Hotel for a brief chat in the
sunshine to confirm ranking and order of play for the next few days along withllHraportant

social itinerary. We then headdo the club for the customary team photo and prepare for our



match against Scotlandespite a couple of first game nerves for debutants Betts and Box
everyone recorded 3/0 wins. An impressive start by all and so began the consumption of a
celebratory @Ginness.

Saturdaymorning,we were up against Wales and a slight change in line up but not in the result.
Another impressive 5/0 win with only 1 game dropped and everyone playing their part supporting
each other. After our high callabnch,we prepared fotthe home nation match against Ireland. Our

start was significantly delayed howey& dzS (2 aSyQa htp GStY GF1Ay3
monopolising one court and not using both of their allocated courts, as they seemingly forgot how
many matches were still tbe played. However, when we finally gyiing,we carried on exactly

where we had left off before lunch, wining all of our matches, dropping only 2 games. After
handshakes all round we were delighted to have retained the trophy and the captain set about
obtaining a couple of bottles of champagne to celebrate before the evening presentation back at
the hotel.

We were joined on our table by the victorioMen's O35 team and after some excellent food and
speeches byaptains Withey and Timms, and many BaBuinness (Sambuead Coffee Liqueur
shots), we all weninto Galway to continue the celebrations until the very early hours.

Despite some communication issues with Box after he was selected (appears to be no mobile
networks in Cumbria), we had no majncerns and each team member made the experience so
enjoyable. They were allund€r LJi I Ay Qad 2NRSNBE Iff 6SS{USYR |IYyR
a couple of fines for inappropriate behaviour against yours truly. Thanks to all the England teams
present over the weekend and all supporters, David Lalor (tournament director), and all of the other
players from Ireland, Scotland and Wales for an awesome weekend.

5



Special mention to my teammates:

>\

Dave Box who became team photographer and made a considerable improvement in his
communication skills,

Alex Betts who looked a different guy without his Queens All white kit,

Dave Gray for being my golfing partner at Galway and Shannon,

Eamonn Price wheeally needs to find a razor before a nest settles on his chin,

and John Parkes for finally understanding how to check in online.

> v > >

Finally, big thanks to my squad of players for playing and being so sociable throughout the weekend
and making theexperience so enjoyable.

aSyQa hpp W KFYLAZ2Yya

Darren Withey
Captain



MENS OVERS RESULTS SUMMARY

Total Position
28 2
9 4
33 1
10 3

MENSOVER 7REPORT

Although a 3man team, it waslecided to take a 4th player, not as a reserve but as part of the side.
Assuming no injuries No.1 would play all 3 matches and 2/&and 4 would each play 2 matches.

We all assembled, on time, at the Galway Tennis Club having previously checkekirexaellent
Ardilaun Hotel, 3 minutes drive away. Following team tactics, announcing the team order and taking
of team photos, we were all fit and ready to do battle.



England vs Scotland

Having scanned all Countries teams it was quite obvious thata®dotvould be our crucial match.
Our No.1, World Champion Adrian Wright, took little time to record an emphatic 3/0 victory over
{ O2 (i tChptaiR Keit ReidLeo Kingston at No.2, rather below par, just lost the first 14/16 and
then lost the subsequent twgames, so a 0/3 defeat.

Whilst these matches were being played and then finished, Nigel Belle at No.3 was having a
marathon battle against Vinnie Taylor. At 0/2 down it was not looking promising for Endbamae
encouragement and verbal coaching goadiidel into positive action and 15/11, 15/11 later it was

H Ftftad ! LI O1TSR 3+fftSNESX AyOftdzZRAY3 KFEEF 2F b
staring England in the face. Suddenly it was 13H@wever victory for England was not to bexa

he lost 13/15. A fantastic, good natured, hard match, but an overall defeat Z33ch a pity.

England vs Wales

The first session on Saturday morning saw our Bev Boag at No.3 play the renowne@Aptdes
Garry Williams.Garry, nursing a kneajury, was not due to play but with Wales No.1 Brian Phillips
not able to play through injury, he had to go on couttespite two close games Bev came through
3/0.

Adrian Wright at No.1 powered his way to another 3/0 win as well as Leo Kingston aviNo.2
NERSSYSR KAYaStT HAMNBY (KS LINBQJA2dza RI &Qa

So maximum points for England.




England vs Ireland

The afternoon session started badly for EnglaRdst up, Bev Boagt No.3, took on Myron Evans

who gave the impression he was going to give up, retire and die every time he hit a bad lsisot.
count of how many times he dropped his racket and looked about to givaNipther or not his
behaviour had an effectonBe L R2y Qid (y2¢ o0dzi ySAGKSNI YIy |
the ball hard and win a rallgo a rather tame match sesawed from start to finislqg 15/11, 12/15,

15/17, 16/14, 14/16.A disappointing end73 points to Ireland, 72 to England.

On a lmighter note both Adrian and Nigel recorded 3/0 victories neither of them being really
troubled by their opponent.

So, as expected, the result of our first match against Scotland was crucial and having lost to them
we were unable to retain the trophy artley won 33 points to our 28 with Wales 10 and Ireland 9.
Well done Scotland!

Changing the venue from Dublin to Galway was a brilliant mdlahing against Dublin, but we

O2dzf Ry QG Fldzf & GKS O2 daNZddition,tleRohoRe\dEhEe ATdilduh KoleR y 2 7
was also a master strokéNothing was too much trouble and we were looked after exceptionally

well from start to finish, especially for the dinner and presentation on the Saturday evening.

Also,on the plus side was the givingofawite 6 2 G G f S 2 SP pikiDketteRthahid v Sy
previous years and although more expensive the standard of bottle was really good, worth the
expense and very much appreciated by the opposition.

A Man of the Tournament: Adrian WriglgtPlayed 3, Won 3, games lost: Nil.
A Match of the Tournament: Nigel Belle for his heroic effort against Scotland losing 13/15 in the
5th.

Nigel Belle
Captain



WOMENS OVERS RESULTS SUMMARY

20 20 60 0
24 3
44 2
9 4

WOMENSOVERSS REPORT

With everyone planning to arrive on Thursday, in plenty of time for our first match on Friday, no

one would have thought there might be anything that could hdisturbed the preparation and

build up to the defence of the WO55s but Albert, Mandqy Ay Q& Kdzaol YR KIFIR RAT
GKS /I LIFAY KSENR 2y ¢KdzZNERF& S@SyAy3a GKIG K¢
hospital by ambulance we wishddim well, but it then dawned on us that we may not have our

No.1 for the crucial match against Scotland on Friday. Time would tell!

At breakfast the following morningn came Mandy, and after spending the night in a hospital chair,
she told us Albert wafeeling much betterbut would be staying in for tests. Despite this she was
up for playing the Scotland match. A great relief for the rest of the team. Phew!

England v Scotland

{O02Gf 1 yRQa GSIFY ¢l a aidaNBy3idKSy StiRo aindkoh BearidgS I NJ &
Pauline Douglas was playing lower down the order at four we knew our work would be cut out. This
fixture could go either way and would probably decide who would be taking the trophy home. In
hindsight maybe the extended 2.5 hour watkthe morning taking in the sights of Galway was not

ideal preparation!

Lesley Sturgess kicked the tie off winning the first comfortabi} Ahd although the next two were
closer, both finishing2mn G2 [ Saf Sé &AKSQR 3IA JPwasdilKCampios I Y |
GK2QR LIAEOKSR KSNRBStT dzlJ F2NJ KSNJ dzddzk £ o G0G¢ ¢
Spens. The first game was tense with the lead changing throughout but, in the end, went

{ O2 Gt I y RIQa&This Was thamge-up Jill needed and by imposing her game she won the

next three giving England a®lead.

First strings were next, and Mandy was up against Fiona McLean. With Mandy having won their last
two encounters her confidence should be high but would the worry and laslkeepe¥ F SO0 al y|
game? Fiona came out of the blocks strong with her usual speed and tenacity and Mandy certainly
looked a little out of sorts, making uncharacteristic mistakes and losing the fi&t The second
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